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SENATE.

47TH CONGRESS,}

1st Session.

Ex. Doc.
{ No. 75.

MESSAGE
FROM THE

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,
TRANSMITTING

.A communication from the Secretary of the Interi?~, with draft of bill a_nd

accompanying papers, i1! reference ~o the pr~position _of the Cre~k ~~tio!"
of Indians for the cession of certain of their lands in the Indian 'lerritory occupied by the Seminole Indians.

JANUARY

24, 18~2.-Read, referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered
to be printed.

To the Senate and House of Representatives :
I transmit herewith a communication from the Secretary of the Interior with draft of a bill and accompanying papers, in reference to the
proposition of th~ Creek Nation of Indians for the cessio~ of certa!n of
their lands in the Indian .Territory occupied by the Semmole Indians.
The subject is commended to the consideration of Congress.
CHESTER A. ARTHUR.
EXECUTIVE MANSION, ··

January 24, 1882.

DEPARTMENT OF THE IN'l'ERIOR,

Washington, January IO, 1882.
SIR: I have the honor to submit herewith, for your information and
such action as you may deem proper, a copy of a letter of the 9th instant from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, upon the subject of
Creek Indian lands in the Indian Territory occupied by Seminole Indians,
·with copy of draft of propo~ed legislation aQ.d other papers noted therein.
This subject was brought to the attention of Congress at its last session, but, so far as this department is informed, no action has been taken
by that body in relation to the matter.
The importance of a final Rettlement of the questions involved will be
appreciat d when it is stated that three several attempts at settlement
have been maue by the United States with the Creeks without avail
u?~il last win_ter, wh~n the. Creek delegation, in this city·, made a propo~
s1t1~m under ms~ruct10ns from the legislative. authority of their nation,
which was sub1mtted to Congress, as before noted.
T~e draft of bill herewith presented by the Commissioner for the ratification of the agreement or proposition of the Creeks fs desio-ned to
setije the points at issue, and concurring in his recommend:tioi1s I
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re pectfully ugge t that the measure, should it meet with your approval,
be r commended to the favorable consideration of Congress.
I ha,e the honor to be, sir, very respectfully,.__your obedient servant,
S. J. KIRKWOOD,
Secretary.
The PRESIDENT.
DEPARTMENT

THE INTERIOR,
INDIAN AFFAIRS,
Washington, Janua1·y 9, 1882.
SIR: Referring to office report of February 18, 1881 (two copies herewith), upon the
ubject of the Creek lands in Indian Territory occupied by the Seminole Indians, in
which recommendation was made that Congress be asked to appropriate one hundred
and seventy-five thou and dollars for the purchase of one hundred and seventy-five
thou. and acres of land (at one dol1ar per acre) from the Creek Indians, embracing the
improvements made thereon by the Seminole Indians, and referring to my views on
this subject, a expressed in the annual report of this office for the year 1881, page
LIV, I have now the honor to recommend that the agreement made in this city February 14, 1 1, by the Creek Nation of Indians, ceding one hundred and .seventy-five
thousand acres of land in Indian Territory to the Uuited States, being the land in
q_ue tion, for the sum of one hundred and seventy-fl ve thousand dollars, be laid before
Congress for ratification, and that that body be requested to make the necessary appropriation to carry the same into effect; and that said lauds be set apart for the use
of the eruinole Nation of Indians, to be held by the same title as they now hold their
land und r the treaty of March 21, 1866, whenever said Seminoles shall have relinq_ni hed to the United State in lieu thereof one hundred and seventy-five thousand
acre of land from the western portion of their reserve in Indian Territory ceded to
them by the treaty of 1 66, and when said relinquishment shall have been approved
by the cretary of the Interior and recorded in the Office of Indian Affairs.
I further recommend that Congres be asked to appropriate the sum of three thouan,1 dollar to be expen<l cl in ascertaining and determining the area and surveyinoth outboundaries of said tracts of land. I submit herewith a copy of this report, and
the draft of a bill for the approval and ratification of said Creek agreement, and for
th n
ary appropriation to carry the ame into effect.
The inclosed copie of letter from the Creek delegates, dated the 7th instant, is herewith n bmitt d, etting fort.h the neces ity for early action in the premises.
Very r pectfully, your obedient servant,
H. PRICE,
OF
OF}'ICE OF

Comrnissioner.

The honorable the ECRETARY

OF

THE INTERIOR .

.A BILL to ace pt and ratify an agr ement made and submitted bv the Creek Nation of Indians for

th r linqtti hm nt of a portion of their land in the Indian Territory to the United States for the
'
u of the eminol Tation of Indian , and for other purposes.

CESSION OF CERTAIN LANDS IN INDIAN TERRITORY.

3

The· undersigned, members of the Creek delegation, resident in Washington, duly
authorized to act in the premises, both by appointment for general purposes under the
certificate of the governor, under the national seal, and also by special action of the
national council in this instance, copies of which general and special authority are
hereto attached, do promise and agree for themselves and for their nation that they
will sell, cede, and dispose of the lands uow occupied by the Seminoles, belonging to
the Creek Nation, to the United States for the sum of one hundred and seventy-five
thousand dollars.
And the said Creek delegation do hereby agree for and on behalf of said nation
that they will cede to the United States, and do hereby cede, a strip of land in the
Indian Territory, now occupied by the Seminole Nation of Indians, lying east of the
said line dividing the Creek lands from the lands ceded to the United States in the
treaty of June 14, 1866; bounded on the north by the North Fork of the Canadian
River, on the south by the Canadian River, on the west by the dividing line between
the Creek Reservation and the lands ceded under treaty of 1866, above noted, and on
the east by a line running north and south between the rivers named; so far east of
said division line as will comprise within said described boundaries one hundred and
seventy-five thousand (175,000) acres at the price of one dollar ($1) per acre; said cession to be in full force and effect when the sum of one hundred and seventy-five
thousand dollars shall have beeu deposited in the Treasury of the United States to
the credit of the Creek Nation, to draw interest at the rate allowed in the treaty of
June 14, 1866, wherein certain of their lands in the Indian Territory were ceded to
the United States. And one-third of said fond shall be forever set aside for educa:.
tional purposes, and the remaining two-thirds shall be subject to such use as the Creek
council shall determine.
WARD COACHMAN,
PLEASANT PORTER,
DA YID M. HODGE,
Creek Delegation.
WASHINGTON, D. c.,
Felwuary 14, 1881.
SECTION 2. That the Secretary of the Treasury shall, out of any money in the
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, set apart and hold as a prepetual fund as provided in said agreement, in trust for the Creek Nation of Indians, the sum of one
hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars, to bear interest at the rate of 5 per cent.
per annum.
SEC. 3. 'fhat the land ceded to the United States by said agreement shall be set
apart for the exclusive use and occupancy of the Seminole Nation of Indians, to be
~eld by the same title as they now hold their laud under the treaty of March twentyfust, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six, whenever the said Seminole Nation
of Indians shall have duly relinquished to the United States in lieu thereof one hun~red and seventy-five thousand acres of land from the west side of their present reserve
m Indian Territory, as defined in the third article of said treaty of March twenty-first,
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six, and when said relinqnishn'1ent shall have
been approved by the Secretary of the Interior and duly recorded in the office of
Indian Affairs.
S1w. 4. 1'hat the sum of three thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may be
necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any money in the Treasury of the United
States not otherwise appropriated, to be expended under the direction of the Secret.ary of the Interior in determining by actual survey the areas of said two tracts of
country, and establishing the outboundaries thereof.
SEC. 5. That this act shall be in force from and after its passage.

WASHINGTON,

D.

c., January 7,.1882.

IR: Referring to the Creek, S~minole land matter, we most respectfully request that

you w1ll recommend prompt action by Congress, because, in addition to the merits of
t he ca e, ~nder the treatr of 1866, and the act of March 3, 1873, we call attention to
t he fo~lowrno- facts,. showmg the urgency of the situation:
. Dnrmg the last w;111ter the Tallaha~see mission was destroyed by fire, and at the same
hme the Creek N_at~on and the Baptist board were constructing, or preparing to construct, a new m1ss10u. In September last the Asbury mission near Eufaula was
destroyed by fire. The Creek Nation was an:xious to rebuild the'Tallahassee mi~sion
a_nd to co~s.ti:uct the new Baptist mission, and this anxiety to increase their educa't10nal fac~hties ~.as ~ne of the leading causes of their Mnsent to sell. the Seminole
land, and m ant1c1pat10n of funds from this source, they _b egan and are now proceed-
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in~ ~o erect a new Tallahassee mission and are carrying on a school at the Baptist
m1ss10n.
At the last council, in October, provisions were made for the rebuilding of Asbury
mission.
Unle s an appropriation shall be promptly made, these school interests witl be
greatly injured, and, indeed, the probability now is that some of the schools must be
suspended.
Even bad the appropriation been made by the last Congress, it would have required
great prudence and :financial skill to have carried on our public school system, embracing 28 schools, and to have constructed the new Baptist mission; but when the
Tallahassee and Asbury missions were burned the :fiscal burdens were increased beyond the ability of our nation, unless re-enforced from this Seminole obligation. The
United States urged the Creeks for;_.ten years to sell this land, and when our nation
agreed to the te1'ms proposed, we did not contemplate any delay in payment.
Respectfully, your obedient servants,
WARD COACHMAN,
PLEASANT PORTER,

To Hon.

s.

Creek Delegates.

J.

KIRKWOOD,

&oretm·y Interior.

DEPARTMENT 0]' THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFF AIHS,

Washington, February 18, 1881.
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therefore, the actual location granted to the Seminoles, and which was to constitute
their national domain, could be determined, it was necessary that the Creek dividing
line should be established. This duty was devolved upon the Secretary of the Interior
by the 8th article of the Creek treaty, the expenses to be paid by the United States,
and an appropriation of $4,000-was made by Congress for this purpose, July 28, 1866
(Stats. 14, -p. 320, 3d paragraph from: top of page).
At this time a large part of the Seminoles were homeless. Duriug the war of the
rebellion a portion of them had cast their fortunes with the South, and those declining to do so were refugees in Kansaa, in the neighborhood of Neosho Falls, whence in
the fall of 1865 they were removed t.o the west side of the Arkansas River, in Indian
Territory, upon Cherokee lands. It had been found impracticable to remove them to
their old homes in the Seminole country, for the reason that no supplies could be had
there, and the long distance from Fort Gibson (about one hundred and sixty miles)
to transport supplies induced the department to abandon the idea of settling them on
their own domain, and to locate them, for the time being, near Fort Gibson, where
Indian supplies were then delivered.
In September, 1866, the agent for the Seminoles reported that a considerable portion of the tribe had removed to their new homes and that the remainder were preparing to emigrate that fall. In October the agent reported as follows:
"On my arrival here (Fort Gihilon) I find this state of facts to exist: The Seminoles
were living on Cherokee lands. They have raised small crops of corn and garden
produce, which is now all gone. There is no game or meat nearer than their own
country, 125 miles from here. In their own country the few remaining cattle are
being exhausted by the southern portion of the Seminoles. They are anxious to get
home to save what few they may be able to secure. They wanted to get home so as
to cut hay and prepare cabins for winter; and besides all this the Cherokees are dissatisfied at their long stay on their lauds and the using of their timber, when it was
understood, when permission was given to camp on their lands, that tbe Seminoles
were only to stay during last winter. They could not go without some assistance
from the government. Acting with the advice of Judge Harlin, agent for the Cherokees, and J. W. Dunn, agent for the Creeks, 1 have assumed the responsibility to
attempt their removal. I have employed teams on my own credit and will start them
for home in a day or two. I shall provide transportation only for the sick, the children, and. their household goods. What they will do for provisions at their homes I
cannot tell, but they are suffering here and cannot do worse in the Seminole country.
I am aware that I have assumed considerable responsibility, but I know I have acted
for the .best interests of the government and the Indians, and I hope I ma.y be sustained."
·
A portion of tbe Seminoles thus removed themselves, and the remainder were removed by the government, to what was supposed to be the country granted to them
by tlrn treaty, before the boundaries of the land thus cede<l had been marked. No
appropriation had been mad(1 for the snrvey of this tract, except the appropriation of
$4,000, before referred to, to survey the Creek divi<ling line, and this wat-1 found to be
inadequate even for that purpose. In the mean time the necessity for the survey of
the dividing line between the Creek lands ceded to the United Sta{es and those· retained by the Creeks, as well as for the segregation of the 200,000 acres granted to
the Seminoles, was urged by the Creek and Seminole agents, and in August, 1867, the
snperiutend.ent of Indian affairs was instructetl to have the dividing line smve:ved if in
h!s opinion the appropriati?n of $4,000 was sufficient to defray the expenses; if insufficient, that he should submit an esthnate of the amount required.
After examination of the matter that officer reported that he was forced to the conclusi~n that ther~ was a deficiency of information r~qu~red to make the survey, and
especrnlly a deficiency of means on band to accomplish it, 11,nd submitted an estimate
made by a practic_al surveyor, showing that a much larger amount was required than
had been appropnated.
·
·
Afterward the superinten<lent was aut.horized to employ a competent surveyor to
exe~u_te the s~rvey of the Creek dividing line and the Seminole 200,000 acre tract; an
~d?1tioua] esti_m3:te to be made to Congress, and payment to be made as far as the ex1st1_ng appropriation of $4,000 wo1;1lcl provide, the surveyor to rely upon tbe favorable
action of Congre s for the remamder. An additional appropriation of $5,000 was
made_ March 3, 1 69, to complete the survey Qf the dividing line and to survty the
exterior bon~dary of the gr~nt to the Seminoles (Stats. 15, p. 315 ). The superintende1;1t entered rnto contract with John C. Rankin to do the work. I am informed that
h1 survey 3:t ~~st lo_cated the east bou~dary of the Seminole tract (and to that extent
the Cr Pk d1v1dmg line) about seven miles ea8t of thffcorrect location of said line as
aft!3rward ascert3:ined, and this survey was therefore not approved and he was' reqmred to correct 1t.
'
This in~orrect survey placed the eastern line of the Seminole tract approximately
as shown_ m green on the map. As finally surveyed and approved by the Secretary of
the Interior, July 15, 1872, the correct Creek dividing line is as shown in black on the

6

CESSIO

OF CERTAIN LANDS IN INDIAN TERRITORY.

map. The country between these two lines, embracing an area estimated at about
175,000 acres, had been settled upon and occupied by the Seminoles since the fall of
1866, the Indians believing themselves, and the department believing them., to be upon
the domain granted by the treaty, and having made for themselves homes and very
valuable improvements.
When it became known that the Seminoles were occupying lands belonging to the
Cr cks, the latter protested against such occupancy. Disputes as to jurisdiction arose
between the Creeks and Seminoles, the former contending that as the .country was
theirs they hac1. jnrisdiction over it, and the Seminoles refusing to recognize such jurisc1.iction oYer the tract occupied by them. The department held, that while the Creeks
were not responsible for the inaccurM,e snrvey of the western boundary of their country, the Seminoles certainly should not be subjected to the experience of a jurisdiction to which they were averse and within which it was not designed in the treaty to
place them, and the Creeks were accordingly notified that their claim to exercise juriediction over the Seminoles was not approved by the department, and that any idea
of attempting it should be aba,ndoned.
By act of 3d of March, 1873 (Stat. 17, p . 626), the Secretary of the Interior was authorized ton gotiate with the Creeks for the relinqnishment to the Unite<;l States of the
tract on which the Seminoles had been erroneously located. Under this authorization
three attempt were made to effect a satisfactory a<1jrrtstment of the matter. Soon after
the pa,. age of the act a committee, consisting- of Enoch Hoag, one of the superintendents of Indian Affairs, Thomas C. Jones, and John M. .Milliken, were deputed to negotiate with the C:roeks and Seminoles for a final and permanent adjustment of their
reservations. They accomplished nothing. The Creeks were unwilling to lessen-the
area of thefr reserve, and refnsed to cecle or ell, and demanded that the Seminoles
should either become incorporated with them or remove from their land, neither of
which the Seminole would do, as they bad been placed there by the government, and
were unwilling again to break up their homes and establish new ones. This effort
being fruitless of any satisfactory resnlts, in 1875 Hon. J. P. C. Shanks was appointed
a , pecial commis. ioner, among other duties, to settle, or attempt to settle the matter,
the record of this office showing: that he was authorized to offer the Creeks one dollar per acre for the eminole tract. In October of that year Mr. Shanks laid before
th Cr ek council a proposition contemplatin~ the cession by the Creeks to the United
tat s for the eminoles of the tract occupied b,v them (estimated to contain 175,000
acr ), the United tates to pay the Creeks one dollar per acre; its true area to be ascertain d uy . nrvey, to be paid for hy the United States.
Th Cr k council authorized a committee-of five "to arrange and settle oy a t.reaty
or otb rwi e all Creek interests with the United States Government." This committee
propo eel to Mr. hanks to negotiate for the cession to the United States of the tract
npon whi h the eminoles were locate,1, but they embraced in such negot.iation an
agr m nt on th part of .Mr. hanks to obligate the government to bring to speedy
ttlemPut and payment a mas of claims alleged by them to be unsettled.
As th anthori ty of the ecretary of the Interior and the agent appointed under the
a t f 3d Iarcb 1 n, was sp cifically for the adjustment of the question of the locatiou of the mit1ol s, th proposition of the Creeks could not be entertained, and Genral 'hank o informed therp. So that effort ended, except that after Mr. Shanks'
arrival in Wa hiugto~ be was informed. by a letter from the Creek principal chief
that t~
r k _council had autborized ;i, commission of thirteen to negotiate for the
al f th
mmole tract upon such tenn, "as will give the best satisfaction to the
Mu. cog p opl _." and clir ctinv the commission to "report their negotiations to the
n xt annual
RJ n of th DatioJJal council for it approval or rejection."
. f ttPr r t cl tl~u until ~vem her, 1 76, when the third effort was made, by sendrng Ir. . . _Gal pm a asp 1al ag nt to negotiate. He made no report.
I < m n w mform cl by 1 tter from the department, dated 12th instant, that the
Cr . k <1 1 ati n re id nt io thi city have signifieu their willillgness to sell to the
d _, •~8:t _n hundr d and ev u y-:fi.ve thousand acres of their land lying east ?f
th
dlv1.·1 n hn ,. :£ r th u e of the
minoles, at the rate of one <1ollar per acre, m
ttl m n _fall <;hffi r nc. aod <lemanc~ on or against the United States growing out
of th qu . t1 n of the mmole o cnpat1on thereof. In view of the fact that the tract
of un ry in qu tion i under tood to embrace among the most valuable land in the
Cr k_r . rv and Lat th 'r k have been deprived of it u e for more than :fifteen
ear m ·on queue of h lo at ion of the , 'eminoles on it by th agent of the govmm n I r gard the price Dam cl a a ju t ba, i for settlement, and therefore
t~1lly r · mm nd tha onbrre ·s e requ trd to insert in one of the appropri1 111 · y t b a ·t l ou a th pre · nt ·e i n an item of appropriation in the
f , 17 ,
:£ r th paymen to the reek , at on dolla,r per acr , for one hundred
,. n!y-fiy. tho , ncl acr of laud lying a:t of he c1ividing line and b tween
' nacb· n 1v ran the ~ortb Fork of Canadian River, for thens of the eminoles,
n l n a diti nal item of one hou ·aud dollar , or o much thereof as may be nece ~
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sary, to survey the outboundaries of the tract so purchased. To tl1is end I submit a.
draught of items as above indicated.
·
.As shown in the foregoing, the homelesH condition of the Seminoles, and their unwelcome occupation bf ,lands belonging to another tribe, as well as the necessity of
settling them somewhere as soon as possible, in order to enable them to commerce to
support their families, led the government to locate them o:i;i what, at the time, was
supposed to be the land that would inure to them, when the "dividing line" should
be surveyed, but which, upon correct survey of the line, was found to be included in
the Creek reserve. That they were thus erroneously located is, under the circumstances, not to be wondered at, but certainly it was through no fault of the Seminoles,
and the government should therefore pay the Creeks for the lands sought to be purchased, and should also weet the expense of the survey thereof. The Seminoles certainly should not be required to do this, especially when it is considered that they
received only :fifteen cents an acre for the country relinquished by them in the treaty
of 1866, while the United States paid the Creeks thirty cents per aere for the half of
their domain ceded to the United States, and then charged the Seminoles fifty cents
an acre for the part of the same land sold to them, and only after the lapse of nine
years made np to them the difference in price.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOS. M. NICHOL,
Acting Comrnissioner.
To purchase from the Creek Nation of Indians for the use of the Seminole Indians,
at the price of one dollar per acre, one hundred and seventy-five thousand acres of
land adjacent on the east to the dividing line between that portion of the Creek domain ceded to the United States by the Creek treaty of June 14, 1866, and that portion retained by the Creeks, being the laud belonging to the Creek Natiou upon which
the Seminoles were erroneously located by the authorities of the United States, supposing it to be the land granted to the Seminoles by the 3d article of the treaty with
the Seminoles, dated March 21, 1866, one hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars, .
and the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized to purchase said lands from the
Creek Nation oflndians for the use of the Seminole Indians.
To pay for the survey of the tract of laud to embrace one hundred and seventy-five
thousand acres, authorized by this act to be purchased from the Creek N a~ion of
Indians for the use of the Seminole Indians, one thousand dollars, or so much thereof
as may be necessary, and the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized to cause
said lands to be surveyed and set apart for the use.of' the Seminole Nation of Indians.

Under the provisions of the act of March 3, 1873 (17 Stat,s., 626), the ,Secretary of
the Interior was authorized to negotiate with the Creek Indians "for the relinquishment to the United States of such portions of their country as may have been set
apart in accordanee with treaty stipulation for the use of the Seminoles and the Sacs
and ]'oxes of the Mississippi tribes of Indians, respectively, found to be east of the
line separating the Creek ceded lands from the Creek reservation, and also to negotiate and arrange with said tribes for a ':final and permanent adjustment of their reservations." * * *
8? much of said act as relates to the Sacs and Foxes has been carried into effect by
their removal to their proper location on lands west of the said "dividing line." 'l'he
Seminoles are, however, stm occupying the lands belonging to the Creeks, for which
occupancy the Creeks have as yet received no compensation, from the fact that no
agreement could be arrived at between them and the United States as to the price per
acre to be paid to the said Creeks by the United States for said lands.
T~e undersi~ned, mem~ers of the Creek delegation, resident in Washington, duly aut~onzed to actm the premises, l>oth by appointment for general purposes under the certHicat~ <?fthe_g<?vernor, unde! the nati?ual seal, and also by special action of the National
Council m this 11;1stance, copies of which general auu special authority are hereto attached, do 3?rom1se and agree for themsel~es and for th~ir nation that they will sell,
-0ed~, and dispose ?f the lands now occupied by the Semmoles, belonging to the Creek
Nation, to the Umted States for the sum of one hundred and seventy-five tbout1and
dollars .
.And ~he said Creek del_egatiou do hereby agree for and on behalf of said nation that
they_ will cede to the _Umted States, _and do h~reby ced~, a strip of land in the Indian
T~~1~ory, now occupied by the Semmole Nat10n of Ind1ans, lying eastof the said line
d1v1dmg the Creek lands from the lands ceded to the United States in the treat f
June 14, 1 66; l)ounded ?n the_ north by the North Fork of the Canadian River ~n
the south by ~he Canadian River; on the west by the dividing line between the
Creek reservation and the lands ceded under treaty of 1866 above noted; and on the.

f
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east by a line runnin<Y north and south between the rivers named, so far east of said
division line as will c~mprise within said .described boundaries one hundred and seventy-five thousand (175,000) acres at the price of one dollar ($1)per acre; said cession
t.o be in full force and effect when the sum of one hundred and seventy five thousand
dollars shall have been deposited in the Treasury of the United States to the credit of
the Creek Nation, to draw interest at the rate allowed in the treaty of June 14, 1866,
wherein certain of their lands in Inuian Territory were ceded to the United States;
and one-third of said fund shall be forever set aside for educational purposes and the
1·eruaining two-thirds shall be subject to su0h use as the Creek Council shall determine.
WARD COACHMAN,
PLEASANT PORTER,
DA YID M. HODGE,
Cree~ Delegation.
WASlIINGT0N,

D.

c.,

February, 14, 1881.
MUSKOGEE NATION, IND.

T.,

Okniulqee, Ind. T., Nov. 15, 1880.
To whorn it may concern :
This is to certify, Hon. Ward Coachman, Hon. Pleasant Porter, and Hon. David M.
Hodge are the regularly appointed delegates of the Creek Nation, empowered hy the•
Chief Executive and National Council to act for and represent the Creek government
aucl people in all matters pertaining to their relations with the United States, as per
act of National Council approved October 19, 1880.
In testimony whereof I hereunto set my hand and affix the seal of the Muskogee
Nation.
SAM'L CHECOTE,
[SEAL.],
Prindpal Chief of Mnslcogee Nation.
B. E. PORTER,
Pl'ivlite Secretary.

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee Nation: That the delegates to be
appointed to represent this governmeut at the city of Washino-ton during the next
ession of Congrf'RS are hereby inRtructed as follows: They shall endeavor to obtain
a release from th United States of the land now occupied by the Seminoles, and also
of all laud of which we have been dispossessed by mistake in survey by representativ of the United States Government.
.
, econdly, if they find it impossible to reobtain possession of the said lands, they
hall then nd avor to obtain a grant of the same quantity and quality of which we
hav 1 ·en dispossessed; said grant to be contiguous to our present reservation.
Thirclly, if they then find it utterly impossible either to reobtain the land of which
~ have b en di po 80 ed, or to obtain other laud of similar quality and quantity, in
1t. place, they shall then endeavor to make a final adjustment of the whole matter, by
obtaining from the United States Government the largest possible amount of money
for a r l~ase t the United States both of the land on which the Seminoles now reside
an<l the land of which we were dispossessed by mistake in stuvey. But in no ca e
shall they accept a maller amount than one dollar per acre for all laud so released,

and

Be itf1trlher enacted, That should the delegates be forced to release the above mention cl land, on -third of the money obtained for the release shall be devoted to educational pnrpo e , and the remaining two-thirds shall be subject to the action of the
~ation, l Conn il of the Mm1kogee ation.
The£ r going iM a true copy of th act of the Creek National Council of October,
ight n hun<lr d and ighty, at regular annual ssion .
WARD COACHMAN,
PLEASA T PORTER,
DAVlD M. HODGE,
Creek Delegation.
1.
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National Council to act for and represent the Creek government and people in an
matters pertaining to their relations with the United States, as per act of National
Council approved October 29, 1881.
.
In testimony whereof I hereunto set my hand and affix the seal of the Muskogee
Nation.
[SEAL.]
SAM'L CHECOTE,
Principal Chief of the Muskogee Nation.
B. E. PORTER,
Privette Secreta1·y.
WASHINGTON, D. c., Dece-mber 8, 1681.
Hon. H. PRICE,
Co-mrnissioner of Indian Affairs :
Sm: Representing the Muskogee Nation, we respectfully call attention to the provisions of an act of Congress approved March 3, 1873 (vol. 17, 626), enacting "that the
Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, authorized, to negotiate with the aforesaid Creek Indians for the relinquishment to the United States of such portion of their
country as may have been set apart in accordance with treaty stipulations for the use
of the Seminoles and the Sacs and Foxes of the Mississippi tribe of Indians respectively, found east of the line separating the Creek ceded lands from the Creek Reservation, and also to negetiate and arra11ge with said tribes for a :final and permanent adjustment of their reservations, and the Secretary shall report the result to Congress." ·
Under said statute negotiations were concluded, and the Secretary of the Interior
made a report asking for an appropriation of $175,000 to compensate the Muskogee
Nation for 175,000 acres of land in the possession of the Seminoles, but said report was
received too late for consideration and adoption by Congress.
We t,herefore request that an estimate of appropriations for said sums be again submitted to Congress at your earliest convenience, and in this connection we would refer to a letter from the Office of Indian Affairs, dated July 29, 1881, directed to our
chief, in which occurs the following language: "It is the intention of this office to
renew the recommendations for the adjustment of the case at the next session of Congress."
Very respectfully,
W.ARD CO.ACHM.AN,
PLEAS.ANT PORTER,
Creek Delegates.
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